
Chapter 2 

 Nationalist movement in Indo CHINA 

Question 1:Write a note on: 

(a) What was meant by the ‘civilising mission’ of the colonisers 

(b) Huynh Phu So 

 (a) The “civilising mission” of the colonisers was an imperial disguise for 

controlling colonies. European powers assumed that their civilisation was the 

most advanced, and that it was their humanitarian concern to spread it around 

the world, even if this was done by force. Europeans became the self-professed 

carriers of light to the colonies, rejecting the latter’s inherent traditions, 

religions and cultures as outdated. Also, education was viewed as a “civilising” 

tool, but fearing retaliation, the colonisers—the French in Vietnam, the British 

in India, did not want to give full access to the colonised people to Western 

education. They were aware that Western education might instill democratic 

ideals and a desire for independence. Hence, the “civilising mission” was 

marred by double standards and sheer hypocrisy. 

(b) Huynh Phu So was a revolutionary leader who started an anti-French 

movement known as the Hoa Hoa. He was declared the “Mad Bonze” and put 

in a mental asylum by the French. He performed miracles and helped the poor; 

condemning unnecessary expenses, gambling, intoxication and the sale of child 

brides. Interestingly, he was declared sane in 1941, but was exiled to Laos after 

the doctor treating him also became his follower. 

Question 2: Explain the following: 

(a) Only one-third of the students in Vietnam would pass the school-leaving 

examinations. 

(b) The French began building canals and draining lands in the Mekong delta. 

(c) The government made the Saigon Native Girls School take back the 

students it had expelled. 

(d) Rats were most common in the modern, newly built areas of Hanoi. 

 (a) Only one-third of the students in Vietnam would pass the school-leaving 

examinations because the French colonial administration followed a deliberate 

policy of failing students in their final year examinations so that they could not 

qualify for better-paid jobs. Only the wealthy Vietnamese could afford 



enrolment in these expensive schools, and to add to that, very few would pass 

the school-leaving examinations. 

(b) The French began building canals and draining lands in the Mekong delta 

for increased cultivation. This was done under a garb to “civilise” Vietnam on a 

European model, but it was actually an economic idea meant to increase rice 

production and subsequent export of rice to the international market. 

(c) When the French principal  of the Saigon Native Girls School expelled 

the students protesting another student's expulsion, there was widespread 

remonstration. Considering the gravity of the situation, the government decided 

to control the intensity of the protests by providing an outlet—making the 

school take back the students. 

(d) Rats were most common in the modern, newly built areas of Hanoi because 

the modern and apparently hygienic sewage system provided ideal breeding 

grounds for rodents apart from being a good transport system as well, for the 

rats. Sewage from the old city was drained out into the river or overflowed in 

the streets during heavy rains. The large sewers now became a protected 

breeding and living space for rats. Hanoi, despite its “modernity”, became the 

chief cause of the plague in 1903. 

Question 3: Describe the ideas behind the Tonkin Free School. To what 

extent was it a typical example of colonial ideas in Vietnam? 

The ideas behind the Tonkin Free School were predominantly based on policies 

of westernisation. Students were taught science, hygiene and French, and were 

encouraged to adopt Western styles of dressing. 

This school was a typical example of colonial ideas in Vietnam on account of 

the aforementioned. It rejected traditional Vietnamese education and lifestyle, 

and promoted western ideals and living. 

Question 4:What was Phan Chu Trinh’s objective for Vietnam? How were his 

ideas different from those of Phan Boi Chau? 

Phan Chu Trinh’s objective for Vietnam was to make it a democratic republic, 

along the western ideals of liberty. He accused the French of not following their 

own national ideals, and demanded for the setting up of legal and educational 

institutions alongside the development of agriculture and industries. 

Unlike Phan Boi Chau, Phan Chu Trinh was extremely opposed to the 

monarchy. Hence, their ideas had at their roots this fundamental difference. 



Question 1: With reference to what you have read in this chapter, discuss the 

influence of China on Vietnam’s culture and life. 

The influence of China on Vietnam’s culture and life was multifarious before 

the French colonised Vietnam. Even when the latter gained independence in 

1945, the rulers maintained the use of Chinese governance systems and culture. 

The elites were vastly influenced by Chinese culture and life, as has been 

elucidated in Phan Boi Chau’s book “The History of the Loss of Vietnam”. 

Chinese language and Confucianism were followed by the upper classes in 

Vietnam. In 1911, when the Chinese Republic was set up, Vietnamese students 

followed suit in organising the Association for the Restoration of Vietnam. 

Vietnamese men also kept their hair long—a Chinese tradition. 

 

Question 1: 

With reference to what you have read in this chapter, discuss the influence of 

China on Vietnam’s culture and life. 

The influence of China on Vietnam’s culture and life was multifarious before 

the French colonised Vietnam. Even when the latter gained independence in 

1945, the rulers maintained the use of Chinese governance systems and culture. 

The elites were vastly influenced by Chinese culture and life, as has been 

elucidated in Phan Boi Chau’s book “The History of the Loss of Vietnam”. 

Chinese language and Confucianism were followed by the upper classes in 

Vietnam. In 1911, when the Chinese Republic was set up, Vietnamese students 

followed suit in organising the Association for the Restoration of Vietnam. 

Vietnamese men also kept their hair long—a Chinese tradition. 

uestion 2:What was the role of religious groups in the development of anti-

colonial feeling in Vietnam? 

Religious groups played a very significant role in the development of anti-

colonial feeling in Vietnam. Vietnam’s religious beliefs were a mix of 

Buddhism, Confucianism and local customs. Christianity looked down upon 

their reverence for the supernatural. In 1868, the Scholars’ Revolt protested 

against the tyrannical spread of Christianity, and though the movement was 

defeated, it inspired others to follow suit. The Hoa Hoa movement in 1939 

drew upon popular religious ideas of the nineteenth century, and its leader 

Huynh Phu So was a famous entity. These groups were not in tandem with 

political parties which tended to look down upon their activities with 

discomfort. Nevertheless, religious movements were successful in arousing 

anti-imperialist tendencies in the Vietnamese people. 



Question 3: Explain the causes of the US involvement in the war in Vietnam. 

What effect did this involvement have on life within the US itself? 

The US got involved in the war in Vietnam because it feared that a communist 

government would come to power in Vietnam after the National Liberation 

Front formed a coalition with the Ho Chi Minh government in the north, 

against Ngo Dinh Diem’s regime. US policy-planners feared a spread of 

communism to other countries in the area. 

This involvement in the Vietnam war affected life within the US itself because 

of widespread public dissent. Only university graduates were exempt from 

compulsory service in the army and this caused even more anger amongst the 

minorities and working-class families. 

 

Question 4: Write an evaluation of the Vietnamese war against the US from 

the point of 

(a) a porter on the Ho Chi Minh trail. 

(b) a woman soldier. 

The chapter already gives you a detailed account of the Nationalist Movement 

in Vietnam. You can also refer to some additional material on America’s war 

on Vietnam. Try looking for this material in your library. Try to understand and 

analyze the reasons that led to the war and the kind of impact it had on the 

people, i.e., people on both sides of the war. 

This research will give you a better perspective to attempt the answers to such 

questions. 

Question 5: What was the role of women in the anti-imperial struggle in 

Vietnam? Compare this with the role of women in the nationalist struggle in 

India. 

Women played a crucial role in the anti-imperial struggle in Vietnam. Women 

who rebelled against social conventions were idealised and rebel women of the 

past were likewise celebrated. Trieu Au was a popular figure in nationalist 

tales. In the 1960s, women were represented as brave soldiers and workers. 

They assisted in nursing wounded soldiers, constructing underground tunnels 

and fighting the enemy. Interestingly, between 1965 and 1975, 70-80% of the 

youth working on the Ho Chi Minh trail were women. 



Compared to this very direct and active participation of Vietnamese women in 

the anti-imperial struggle, India women did not play a very dynamic role in the 

nationalist struggle of India against Great Britain. They followed Gandhian 

ideals of boycotting foreign goods and picketing liquor shops, but mainstream 

politics was controlled by men; although women like Sarojini Naidu, Kamla 

Nehru and Kasturba Gandhi were keenly involved. 

 

NATIONALISM IN INDIA 

 Question 1:  Explain: 

(a) Why growth of nationalism in the colonies is linked to an anti-colonial 

movement. 

(b) How the First World War helped in the growth of the National Movement 

in India. 

(c) Why Indians were outraged by the Rowlatt Act. 

(d) Why Gandhiji decided to withdraw the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

 (a) Colonisation affected people’s freedom, and nationalist sentiments 

surged during the process of struggle against imperial domination. The sense of 

oppression and exploitation became a common bond for people from different 

walks of life, and this resulted in the growth of nationalist ideals. Thus, growth 

of nationalism in the colonies is linked to anti-colonial movements. 

(b) During the First World War, the British army conducted forced recruitment 

from rural areas in India. To finance the defence expenditure, high custom 

duties and income taxes were imposed. Also, during 1918-19 and 1920-21, 

crops failed in many parts of India, thereby resulting in acute food shortages. 

All this caused extensive anger and opposition against the British colonial rule, 

and the national movement of India headed towards a stronger, more definitive 

direction. 

(c) The Rowlatt Act was passed hurriedly through the Imperial Legislative 

Council despite opposition from Indian members. It gave the government 

autocratic powers to repress political activities besides allowing it to detain 

political prisoners without a trial, for two years. The Indian were outraged by 

this act as it was clearly undemocratic and oppressive, and hurt national 

sentiments and dignity. 



(d) Gandhiji decided to withdraw the Non-Cooperation Movement due to 

various incidents of violence perpetrated by the masses, especially the Chauri 

Chaura incident in 1922 where the people clashed with the police, setting a 

police-station on fire. Gandhiji felt that the people were not yet ready for a 

mass struggle, and that satyagrahis needed to be properly trained for non-

violent demonstrations. 

Question 2: What is meant by the idea of satyagraha? 

The idea of satyagraha implies a unique method of mass agitation that 

emphasises the power of truth, and the need to search for truth. It upholds the 

belief that if the cause is true and the fight is against injustice, then there is no 

need for physical force or coercion against the oppressor. Satyagraha is 

synonymous with non-violent agitation, where an appeal is made to the 

oppressor’s conscience to search for justice. Gandhiji believed that this dharma 

of non-violence could be the cause of national unity and harmony. 

Question 3: Write a newspaper report on: 

(a) The Jallianwala Bagh massacre 

(b) The Simon Commission 

 (a) The Jallianwala Bagh massacre—facts—on 13 April,1919, General Dyer 

blocked the exit points from the enclosed ground of Jallianwala Bagh where a 

large crowd had gathered—some to protest against the British government’s 

repressive measures, others to attend the annual Baisakhi fair. Dyer’s objective 

was to “produce a moral effect” and terrorise satyagrahis. Hundreds of innocent 

people including women and children were killed on this day in the 

indiscriminate firing by British soldiers. This led to large scale strikes, clashes 

with police and attacks on government buildings by the enraged Indian people. 

(Base your newspaper report on these facts) 

(b) The Simon Commission—facts—it arrived in India in 1928 and faced 

protest slogans of “Go Back Simon”. It was because this body was to suggest 

constitutional changes in Indian governance, but it did not have any Indian 

members. The Congress and the Muslim League jointly demonstrated against 

it. Lord Irwin announced a vague “dominion status” for India to quell the 

movement, leading to a Round Table Conference in October, 1929 

Question 4: Compare the images of Bharat Mata in this chapter with the 

image of Germania in Chapter 1. 



The image of Bharat Mata as painted by Abanindranath Tagore shows her as 

bestowing learning, food and clothing. She bears aesthetic quality as denoted 

by the mala held by her. This is similar to the image of Germania as painted by 

Philip Veit, where she holds a sword, but looks more feminine. The other 

painting of Bharat Mata is more manly in its representation. In it, she is shown 

as bearing power and authority as denoted by the lion and elephant beside her. 

The latter image is more akin to the image of Germania by Lorenz Clasen, 

where she wields a sword and shield, and looks ready to fight. 

Question 1: List all the different social groups which joined the Non-

Cooperation Movement of 1921. Then choose any three and write about their 

hopes and struggles to show why they joined the movement. 

The different social groups that joined the Non-Cooperation Movement of 1921 

were the urban middle class comprising lawyers, teachers and headmasters, 

students, peasants, tribals and workers. Peasants, tribals and workers joined the 

movement from the countryside. They did so with hopes of self-emancipation. 

Peasants rebelled against talukdars and landlords who demanded high rents and 

also forced them to dobegar or free labour. Tribal peasants revolted against the 

enclosure of large forest tracts by the British government, which left them 

devoid of a livelihood as well as traditional rights. Plantation workers, on the 

other hand, desired freedom to move about and retain links with the villages 

they came from. All three believed that Gandhi Raj would come with the Non-

Cooperation Movement, and this would mark an end to their sorrows. Hence, 

they joined the anti-colonial struggle. 

Question 2:Discuss the Salt March to make clear why it was an effective 

symbol of resistance against colonialism. 

The Salt March was an effective symbol of resistance against colonialism 

because it was done in revolt against a commodity—salt, used by the rich and 

the poor alike. The tax on salt, and the government monopoly over its 

production was a severely oppressive administrative move. The Salt March was 

effective also because Gandhiji met a large number of commoners during the 

march and he taught them the true meaning of swaraj and non-violence. By 

peacefully defying a law and making salt against government orders, Gandhiji 

set forth an example to the whole nation of how the oppressor could be 

confronted in a non-violent manner. This also led to the Civil Disobedience 

Movement in 1930. 

Question 3:  Imagine you are a woman participating in the Civil 

Disobedience Movement. Explain what the experience meant to your life. 



A woman participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement—facts—salt 

manufactured; foreign cloth boycotted; liquor shops picketed; peaceful 

satyagrahis attacked, including women and children; brutal repression, many 

women went to jail as well; mostly from high castes and rich families; saw 

national service as a sacred duty 

(Base your answer on these facts) 

Question 4: Why did political leaders differ sharply over the question of 

separate electorates? 

Political leaders differed sharply over the question of separate electorates 

because of differences in opinion. While those supporting the cause of 

minorities and the dalits believed that only political empowerment would 

resolve their social backwardness, others like Gandhiji thought that separate 

electorates would further slow down the process of their integration into 

society. Also, it was feared that the system of separate electorates would 

gradually divide the country into numerous fragments because every 

community or class would then ask for separate representations. 

 


